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land's support would be forthcoming only if the Asiatic
agreement proved to be workable.17 These observations
were noted in a memorandum of Izvolski, dated July 10,
I907,18 with the exception of Grey's insistence that good
relations in Asia were a preliminary condition to a discus-
sion of the Straits.
Thus it is evident that while Great Britain was willing, in
principle, to discuss the question of the Straits, neither Sir
Edward Grey nor Izvolski committed himself to any partic-
ular solution; that both were mindful of the necessity of ob-
taining the consent of other Powers to any change in the ex-
isting regulations.
THE SANDJAK RAILWAY PLAN AND THE
BUCHLAU CONVERSATIONS
The next incident in the chain of events was the tension
between Russia and Austria-Hungary resulting from the an-
nouncement in January, 1908, by Baron Aerenthal, the For-
eign Minister of the Habsburg Monarchy, of the contem-
plated railway line through the Sandjak of Novibazar, oc-
cupied by Austria-Hungary since 1878. This plan, which
was expected to link Bosnia-Herzegovina with the Turkish
railroads and would also have given Austria a direct con-
17 "... if the negotiations now in progress between the two Govern-
ments with regard to Asiatic questions had a satisfactory result, the
effect upon British public opinion would be such as very much to
facilitate a discussion of the Straits question ff it came up later on. I
have no doubt whatever that if, as a result of the present negotiations,
the British and Russian Governments remained on good terms in Asia,
the effect on British public opinion and on any British Government with
regard to other questions, including this, would be very great." (Italics
ours)
18/&zJ., p. 295, enclosure to No. 275. Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward
Grey, July 10, 1907.